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The year 2020 presents a challenging scenario for human rights defenders and victims of 

crimes committed by the Nicolás Maduro Regime, with the aim of determining the facts 

and the perpetrators. The serious human rights situation, the humanitarian emergency and 

the crimes committed between 2014 and 2019, remain under special attention before five 

instances of the highest international level. Never before, the exercise of power had been 

questioned simultaneously by five international mechanisms, which warns of the serious, 

delicate and complex situation of Venezuela. 

 

From the Human Rights Institute for peace and freedom, we have been working to inform, 

accompany victims and reverberate each of these scenarios. We take into account that an 

international sanction resolution alone does not discourage the status quo and for this 

reason, the importance of continuing to add unions, academies, political groups, plural 

civil society and international community to ensure the reinstitutionalization of the 

country, which must begin with democratic, fair, impartial, credible elections and with 

plural, international observation. 

 

Hereafter, the mechanisms and their main characteristics related to the human rights 

situation in Venezuela are detailed:  

 

 International Labor Organization (ILO).  

 

On September 1st, 2020, the period established by the ILO Commission of Inquiry 

expires so that compliance, with the recommendations established in September 2019, 

need to be completed: “the immediate cessation of all acts of violence, threats, 

persecution, stigmatization , intimidation or other form of aggression” against employers 

and workers not related to the government. 

 

We must remember that the ILO Commission of Inquiry is the highest-level mechanism 

for the evaluation of compliance with labor conventions. This mechanism is preceded by 

a complaint or claim process that in this case was initiated in 2015 by the Venezuelan 

business sector, FEDECAMARAS, denouncing violation of tripartite negotiation, 

minimum wage fixing and freedom of union. Thanks to the adhesion of the independent 

trade union sector, the Commission included them in its report. 

 

For 4 years, the ILO has been contrasting information about Venezuela: interviews with 

victims and witnesses of direct violent attacks against trade union leaders, as well as 

abundant documentation and an on-site visit in 2018. 

 

In fact, the Commission of Inquiry asks the Venezuelan State to cease the authoritarian 

appropriation of the means and production chains, the arbitrary interference in the work 
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spaces and structures and the violence towards the unaffiliated, among others, were 

government practices for twenty years and today they have effects of hunger and misery 

on the Venezuelan economy. At any event, the ILO underlined for special attention the 

high levels of impunity, only possible with an accomplice, subordinated judiciary power 

and complicit in the spurious interests of the executive branch. 

 

Until today, there are few advances by the State to comply with the recommendations 

and, in the case of exhausting the established period without complying with the 

obligations assumed in Conventions 26, 87 and 144, we will face the possibility of 

appearing before the International Court of Justice.   

 

The Special Follow-up Mechanism for Venezuela (MESEVE).  

 

On October 21, 2019, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 

announced the installation of the MESEVE, with the objective of strengthening the means 

of “protection and monitoring to respond in a timely and effective manner to the new 

challenges that the serious situation of human rights".  

 

Like the ILO, the Organization of American States (OAS), in its different instances and 

in accordance with its powers, has been monitoring the situation in Venezuela since 2002. 

The special reports of the years 2003, 2009 and 2017 of the IACHR are an example of 

the progressive deterioration of the human rights situation that has led to the humanitarian 

emergency that the country is going through. 

 

We must remember that the Venezuelan State denounced the American Convention on 

Human Rights (CADH) and the OAS Charter. With the diplomatic resignation, the 

dictatorship is presumed unpunished to act from illegality, without control or 

international counterweights. In the face of such awkwardness, the Inter-American 

response has been blunt in remaining alert and doubting efforts to expedite the allegations, 

petitions, precautions, reports and hearings that document the serious human rights 

violations. In addition to the IACHR, the General Secretariat and the Assembly of States 

Parties of the OAS, have activated mechanisms for dialogue, consultation and sanctions 

against the Maduro Regime and its allies to prosecute a democratic solution to the crisis. 

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

 

In June 2018, the Office of the High Commissioner prepared a Report entitled “Violations 

of human rights in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela: a downward spiral that does 

not seem to end”, which reflected “the political, economic, social and humanitarian crisis 

that seriously affects human rights” and placed special emphasis on the strategies that the 

Venezuelan Government and its institutions have put in place to “neutralize, repress and 

criminalize the political opposition”.  
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Based on this Report, the UN Human Rights Council urged the Office of the High 

Commissioner to maintain an interactive dialogue with the Venezuelan authorities and 

submit updated reports. In the framework of the interactive dialogue, Michelle Bachelet, 

chief of the High Commissioner, visited Venezuela for the first time in June 2019 and 

issued a first devastating report for the Venezuelan State, which was urged to immediately 

take specific measures to stop and remedy serious violations of economic, social, civil, 

political and cultural rights that have been documented in the country. Similarly, it was 

highlighted the militarization of institutions, the submission of civilians to military 

justice, arbitrary detentions, ill-treatment and gender violence during detentions, 

excessive use of force during demonstrations and the participation of armed civil groups 

to impose control social or repress manifestations. She attributed to the Special Forces 

(FAES, in spanish) - security and defense operations team under the direct responsibility 

of the vice president of the country - 5,287 deaths due to alleged resistance to the authority 

during 2019. Between January and May 2019, the FAES recorded 1,569 deaths, according 

to government sources. 

 

In addition, the report reflected food shortages, electricity shortages and lack of potable 

water service, the crisis and sanitary deaths, and the practice of mining in the Bolivar and 

Amazon states by armed gangs with the consent of the security forces of the Government, 

incurring indiscriminate logging and violations of the habitat of the native peoples of the 

area. Finally, the OHCHR described torture and access to justice for victims of violations 

committed by State security forces as more thorny issues.   

 

On September 2020, the deadline is met for the OHCHR to deliver to the HRC: “a 

comprehensive written report on the situation of human rights in the Bolivarian Republic 

of Venezuela, with a special focus on the independence of the justice system and access 

to justice, including for violations of economic and social rights and the situation of 

human rights in the Arco Minero del Orinoco region. ” 

 

Fact Finding Mission (FFM).  

 

The HRC in September 2019, expressed “grave concern at the alarming situation of 

human rights in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela”, and agreed to form an 

investigation commission composed of three independent experts, the FFM, which must 

be installed in Venezuelan territory, with the mandate to prepare and present a report on 

human rights violations and transgressions since January 2014, in order to determine their 

magnitude and if they could constitute international crimes, identifying the perpetrators 

of violations and transgressions, with a view to ensuring full accountability.   

 

 

The FFM should make recommendations on the measures to be taken to ensure that 

perpetrators of violations and transgressions, regardless of their affiliation, report their 

https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/39/1
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24788&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/42/25


 

actions, and collaborate with Venezuelan authorities and all other interested parties, in 

order to that provide support and knowledge to immediately improve the situation of 

human rights and the fight against impunity. 

 

The Mission will present the report during an interactive dialogue to be held in September 

2020 before the HRC and the General Assembly at its 75th session.   

 

To date, the Venezuelan State has not allowed the entry of the three independent experts 

appointed by the presidency of the HRC, in addition to creating obstacles to the work of 

the Mission, it represents the clear disposition of the Maduro-military regime to cover up 

the serious and systematic violations of human rights that are committed under his 

mandate in Venezuela. 

 

International Criminal Court (ICC).  

 

The ICC Prosecutor's Office agreed to the preliminary examination to determine whether 

it presents charges against humanity towards Venezuelan State officials. The complaint 

deals with acts of arbitrary detentions, forced disappearances, torture, murders and 

extrajudicial executions, committed by security forces during the 2018 demonstrations.  

 

This policy of systematic attack on the civilian population that expresses its 

dissatisfaction against the government, as well as the political and military persecution 

against dissent, escalated with greater severity for the validity of human rights and 

concern for the international community as of February 2014. By virtue of this, six 

countries of the American hemisphere (Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Paraguay 

and Peru), came before the ICC to denounce the widespread and systematic attack against 

a civilian population by the repressive apparatus of the police, military and armed 

civilians whom  operate with the consent of the State security forces. 

 

According to studies presented by multilateral organizations, human rights organizations, 

academic research centers and institutions specialized in social studies, Venezuela has 

registered since 2014, more than 8,500 cases of extrajudicial executions, 290 cases of 

torture and 12,000 documented cases of arbitrary detentions. All of these are being 

evaluated by the ICC Prosecutor's Office in the preliminary examination stage to initiate 

a formal investigation that puts those responsible on the bench of the accused: 

perpetrators and intellectual actors.   

 

It is essential to reiterate that the ICC only intervenes in the face of crimes of genocide, 

war, aggression and against humanity, which shows that the international community has 

its eyes on the seriousness of the human rights violations that have been occurring in 

Venezuela, being that the requests to the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC have been 

made by several States Parties to the Rome Statute, an instrument that constitutes the ICC. 

 



 

It is difficult to simultaneously activate five international mechanisms of the highest level 

to identify serious human rights violations, those responsible and reparation for victims. 

And, if we add the realization of a presidential election full of irregularities and qualified 

as unbelievable by the international community, we can affirm that Nicolás Maduro's 

regime is at the antipodes of democracy.  

 

Without a doubt, these five mechanisms are consistent with the will of Venezuelan civil 

society to resolve differences through the use of institutions and the rule of law. The time 

has come for the international community of responses to the victims and their families, 

to Venezuelan civil society who not only imprison, torture or kill but also those who 

emigrate massively or those who remain in the country in the face of food and medicine 

shortages. The unequivocal will of the international community is fundamental to achieve 

a change that allows Venezuela to be re-led on the democratic path, through an electoral 

process without taking the process of memory, truth and justice apart. 

 

Madrid, January 30th, 2020 
www.forpeaceandfreedom.org 
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